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Peer Counselors
aim to regain
confidentiality
ALEX PIJANOWSKI | NEWS EDITOR

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

Katie Page ’16 reads a book in the stacks of the Olin-Chalmers Libraries, which the College is considering replacing.

College studies a new library
EMILY BIRNBAUM | STAFF WRITER

“W

hat would you want in a new library?”
Ron Griggs, vice president for library and information services (LBIS), said he will pose this question to Kenyon
community members repeatedly this year.
As the College explores the possibility of building a new library to replace the Olin and Chalmers Memorial Libraries, LBIS formed
a logistics committee this summer to gauge what would happen in the interim. The committee is anticipating a possible move-out in
the summer of 2017, with move-in two years later, according to Elizabeth Williams-Clymer, special collections librarian. Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman said no one at the College has officially “committed to this timeline.”
This week, the board of trustees is expected to vote on approving the concept of the west quad, a plan for the space west of the current libraries that also includes replacing them with a single building. The west quad is the largest-scale building proposal in Kenyon’s
Master Plan, which was designed by GUND Partnership, the architecture and planning firm of Graham Gund ’63.
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In a Sept. 20 meeting with the Peer Counselors (PCs), President Sean Decatur expressed
hope that the group could become a confidential
resource, and pledged his support to that end.
“I think the main thing is that they are on the
front lines of helping students in crisis,” Decatur said. “Being able
to so with some sort MANDATED
of assurance of con- REPORTING SEEN
fidentiality is helpful AS OBSTACLE
for both the PCs and
also, I think, for the Peer Counselors
students that they’re enjoyed confidenserving.”
tial status from
One potential ob- their founding in
stacle to the PCs re- 2012 until this year.
gaining their confi- President Decatur
dentiality, however, is has voiced support
that Decatur’s ability for reinstating it.
to aid them is constrained by both the
administrative structure of the College and federal law.
Title IX permits some non-professional counselors to keep confidential information they receive about cases of sexual misconduct. The PCs
had this confidentiality status when they were
formed in 2012. This year, the College altered
its interpretation of which student counseling
groups may have confidentiality under Title IX
and the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA).
Laura Messenger ’16, one of the student leaders of the PCs, said the PCs have never page 3

For literary college, about half get into writing courses
GRACE RICHARDS
STAFF WRITER

In early October, 158 students applied for 84 available
slots in seven application-only creative writing classes for
spring 2016.
“Every year, just about every one of us is confronted
with an overwhelming number of hugely qualified, talented writers who wanted to
be in these seminars,” Katharine Weber, the Richard L.
Thomas visiting professor of
creative writing, said. “And
we do not have enough places
for all of them.”
Kenyon plans on offering
eight creative writing classes
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in the spring: three sections
of Introduction to Fiction,
two sections of Introduction
to Poetry, two multigenre
creative writing classes and
one section of Advanced Fiction Writing. All but one of
the multigenre classes require
an application, and each class
has 12 seats available.
“The classes are deliberately small,” Jennifer Clarvoe, professor of English,
said. “They need to be small
because they’re about individual attention and every
student’s response to others.”
Small class sizes ensure
each student receives personal attention, but high interest
means only about 54 percent
of applicants will be page 2
Siestas are perk of
studying in Granada

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Students in Professor of English David Lynn’s advanced fiction seminar free-write at the start of each class.

P.9
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P.10 compete post-grad
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P.11 over foe Denison
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President Sean Decatur on the challenges of building a 21st-century library:

NEWS

Whether it’s thesis projects or independent
work or collaborative work, increasingly, digital tools are important. Multimedia tools are
important for students to use — not just students in art or film, or those areas, but students

EDITORS: MAYA KAUFMAN
and ALEX PIJANOWSKI

across campus. So, how do you imagine spaces
like that working? I think it is something that’s
very tricky for us to do, because you don’t want
to create something that’s tailored to the 2015
version of what technology is like.

English department has no plans to add writing classes
Continued from Page 1

accepted into creative writing
classes for next semester. Since
more students apply for introductory classes than for advanced
classes, the acceptance rates are
lower for introductory-level classes.
However, the application was
never intended to exclude students
from classes.
“This is just so we can put people
into a class for reasons better than
the arbitrary registrar’s listing,”
Clarvoe said. “Either way, there’s
not going to be enough room.”
Still, for some, especially those

attracted to Kenyon because of its
reputation as a writing school, rejection can be disheartening.
“I’ve dedicated my entire life to
writing and I came here specifically to learn how to write,” Anna
Russell ’18, who was waitlisted
twice for Introduction to Fiction,
said. “That’s what I want to do with
my life. It was especially frustrating just because I couldn’t get into
just the intro level of what I wanted
to do.”
Rejection from creative writing classes could also change a student’s academic plans. Admittance
to introductory and advanced
writing workshops is required

“

My guess is that, without exception, the creative writing faculty would each agree
that we should offer more classes.”
Katharine Weber, Richard L. Thomas visiting professor of creative writing

for the creative writing emphasis.
However, Matz knows of no specific students who have been unable
to do the emphasis because of rejected course applications.
Weber believes creative writing
faculty would support expanding
course offerings.
“I can’t speak for anyone but
myself, but my guess is that, without exception, the creative writ-

Break-ins hit Gambier Road
ALEX PIJANOWSKI
NEWS EDITOR

Ohio Route 308, also known as Gambier Road, has been hit by several home
invasions in recent weeks.
Knox County Sheriff David Shaffer
wrote in an email to the Collegian that,
within the past 30 days, a vehicle theft
and three burglaries have been reported
in College Township, which includes the
Village of Gambier. He also said the department’s detectives have serious leads
for at least one of the cases of burglary.
The frequency of break-ins in Knox
County has increased from last year, according to an article published earlier this
week in the Mount Vernon News.
As of Oct. 1 of this year, 132 breakingand-entering incidences have been logged

in Mount Vernon, compared to 119 total
cases in 2014. Capt. Scott McKnight of the
Mount Vernon Police Department said
the increase of 13 break-ins is greater than
one would expect, given Knox County’s
population and average crime rate.
“I think a lot of it can be related to the
drug problem,” McKnight said. He also
said that nearly all of the crimes have been
nonviolent, with the perpetrators waiting
until their victims have left their homes
or cars before breaking and entering.
McKnight said the department, in response to the recent slew of break-ins, is
ramping up its efforts to alert the community to the threat of theft, burglary and
other break-ins in the area.
“It’s just the beginning,” McKnight
said. “It’s going to take a community effort.”

Village Record
Oct. 15 - Oct. 18
Oct. 15, 2:20 p.m. — Student reported male individuals in two passing
vehicles yelling obscenities out of windows.
Oct. 17, 12:56 a.m. — Intoxicated student in a North Campus Apartment. Safety responded. No other action required.
Oct. 17, 6:34 a.m. — Alarm sounded for unauthorized entry at the Village Inn. Safety and Knox County Sheriff ’s Office (KCSO) responded.
Building cleared and secured. Alarm reset.
Oct. 18, 12:15 a.m. — Large party growing in volume and causing ruckus on campus property. Safety and KCSO responded.
Oct. 18, 3:20 a.m. — Fire alarm sounded at Caples Residence Hall. Pull
station activated. No smoke. No fire. Alarm reset.
Oct. 18, 7:10 p.m. — A plastic coffee can used as cigarette receptacle
found in Leonard Residence Hall. Smoldered, melting bottom of can.
Can removed from building and f lame extinguished with water by unknown individual.

ing faculty would each agree that we
should offer more classes,” Weber
said.
Limitations exist on the number of
classes the department can offer. Matz
said the department currently has no
plans to increase the number of creative writing courses it teaches.
“The constraints are mainly the
faculty available to teach those courses, the number of creative writing fac-

ulty we have on staff, and then
the number of classes they can
teach in creative writing,” Matz
said.
“We are a big department
with a lot of competing needs,”
Clarvoe said.
Application results for
spring creative writing classes
are planned for release on Nov.
3.

Join
The Collegian
We are looking for:
Photographers
Designers
Reporters
Copy editors

Readers are invited to
Collegian office hours from
4-5 p.m. on Thursday on
third-floor Peirce.

kenyoncollegian@gmail.com

The Kenyon Collegian

CORRECTION
A photograph that accompanied the article “Poor retention and longer lines plague
AVI” (Oct. 1, 2015) was miscredited. The photographer was Drew Meeker. The Collegian
regrets the error.

@KenyonCollegian
GRAPHICS COURTESY OF THE NOUN PROJECT
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Professor Slonczewski does not go to Washington
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The biology professor has abandoned a potential campaign against
Congressman Bob Gibbs for his House of Representatives seat in 2016.
NATHANIEL SHAHAN
FEATURES EDITOR

Biologist, author and Kenyon
professor Joan Slonczewski almost
added “congressional candidate”
to her résumé this year.
Slonczewski, Robert A. Oden
Jr. professor of biology, put together an exploratory committee
this summer to look into launching a campaign against Bob Gibbs
(R), a representative for Ohio’s seventh district, which includes Knox
County.
But Slonczewski ultimately
decided to abandon her bid as a
Democratic candidate due to restrictions by the Hatch Act, which
prohibits federal employees from
running for office or donating to
federal campaigns. The website of
the U.S. Office of Special Counsel
explains that the Hatch Act, passed
in 1939, is designed to keep distribution of federal funds non-partisan.
Slonczewski currently receives
grant money from the National
Science Foundation for her research at Kenyon. She said she is
unsure whether the Hatch Act pro-

hibits people in her position from
running for office.
“It’s clear that a government
grant is not the same as a government contract; however, the legal distinction is not clear to me,”
Slonczewski said, adding that she
did not wish to pay lawyers to look
into the issue at this time. Furthermore, the filing deadline is in December and Slonczewski did not
think she had enough time to fully
investigate a possible candidacy.
Her research into the issue
turned up a July 2015 federal appeals court ruling, Wagner v. FEC,
which prohibited a law professor
who received a $12,000 grant from
the federal government from contributing to a political campaign.
Slonczewski believes voters
might oppose her running for federal office while receiving federal
money.
While Slonczewski will not
be mounting a 2016 challenge to
Bob Gibbs, who ran unopposed
in 2014, she remains interested in
a future bid.
Spurred to consider a run in
part due to Gibbs’s anti-abortion
position and comments he made

this summer about defunding
Planned Parenthood, Slonczewski is interested in reforming the
U.S. healthcare system, as well as
promoting women’s rights. She
believes Gibbs was wrong to vote
to defund Planned Parenthood,
in part because of the healthcare
services, including cancer screenings, it offers low-income women
in Knox County.
“I realized that in our particular district it’s hard to find anyone
willing to speak up for what the average citizen needs, and in particular low-income citizens,” she said.
Slonczewski is also in favor of
the federal government taking a
more active role in regulating drug
prices.
As a poll worker in Knox County since 2005, Slonczewski said
she has gotten a good look at the
democratic process in action. Additionally, she believes her science
background gives her an advantage in working on healthcare legislation. She hopes to see a greater
diversity of candidates in the future and said she would like to see
more people running for Congress
and spreading their political ideas,

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Joan Slonczewski has taught biology courses at Kenyon since 1984.

“

I realized that in our particular district it’s hard to
find anyone willing to speak up for what the average
citizen needs.”
Joan Slonczewski, professor of biology

even if they do not win.
Slonczewski would have run on
the Democratic Party ticket, and
said she had been in touch with
the Knox County Democratic
Party (KCDP) regarding her interest. Chairman of the KCDP Adam

Gilson declined to comment for
this story due to his affiliation with
Kenyon. Gilson is the publications
director in the Office of Communications. Slonczewski declined to
comment on the specific actions
her exploratory committee took.

PCs say mandated reporting limits their approachability
Continued from Page 1

had the same level of confidentiality
as the Sexual Misconduct Advisors
(SMAs).
“We practiced the sanctity of confidentiality, which basically meant
that we would withhold all information that students or community
members told us, except if we thought
they were a harm to themselves or
others,” Messenger said.
SMAs have legal confidentiality,
because members of the group operate collectively under the certification of their faculty advisor, College
Counselor Nicole Keller. Messenger
said College Counselor Lindsay Miller, faculty advisor of the PCs, would
need to obtain a supervisor’s certification on her own license for the
PCs to have legal confidentiality, although that is not guaranteed to secure it.
Christina Franzino ’16, who is both
a PC and a co-leader of the SMAs,
said the two organizations also differ
in their roles; while the SMAs operate under the umbrella of the Health
and Counseling Center, the PCs work
primarily to link students to the center’s resources.
Having lost their practiced confidentiality, the group appealed to Decatur, who said the PCs convinced
him that their conversations “can be
inhibited, or have barriers” without
confidentiality.
Messenger worries that mandated-reporter status will limit the approachability of the PCs, if students
feel that inadvertently referring to a
sex crime while speaking to a PC may
force the counselor to report it.

LINNEA FELDMAN EMISON | COLLEGIAN

Seen here in a meeting, the Peer Counselors appealed to President Sean Decatur for support after the College removed their confidentiality.
“In some ways, it could be seen as
taking away the power that that individual has of who knows about this
very sensitive issue of sexual misconduct,” Messenger said. “We want
people to be able to get the help that
they need, and not have their experiences labeled as sexual misconduct.”
Franzino said PCs are an intermediary for those who are not mentally
prepared to consult more specific resources, such as SMAs and Discrimination Advisors (DAs).
“When somebody chooses to go to

a Sexual Misconduct Advisor, they
are automatically, in some way, labelling whatever they’ve experienced as
a form of sexual misconduct,” Franzino said. “That is a really difficult
thing to do, and not something that
everyone is ready to do. So, in talking
to a Peer Counselor, it’s a little more
accessible — it gives the person who
needs resources a little more time
and space.”
Dean of Students Hank Toutain
said the College may rethink which
groups receive confidential status.

Title IX/Civil Rights Coordinator
Andrea Goldblum stressed that the
PCs must be fully aware of the challenges of the process for securing
confidentiality.
“Colleges must balance the legal
requirements of Title IX/VAWA with
the needs of the students and others on campus, while ensuring that
those who respond to sexual violence
are sufficiently trained to best serve
those involved with sexual violence,”
Goldblum wrote in an email to the
Collegian.
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Library staff may move to Bexley during construction
Continued from Page 1

GUND Partnership has drawn up
a few preliminary designs for what
the library might look like, but no
plans are final. The 2004 master plan
detailed Chalmers being replaced and
Olin preserved, but its update last year
shows just one building.
“At this stage, we’re putting the
question on the table of what it’s possible to imagine in this space and getting input from the community on
what those possibilities can look like,”
President Sean Decatur said. “There’s
no predetermined plan or structure.
That has to come from input and
discussion from folks in the campus
community.”
In September, administrators and
a representative from GUND Partnership traveled to North Carolina
State University’s James B. Hunt Jr.
Library for a conference on designing libraries in the 21st century. They
left the conference with a better idea
of what a technologically successful library looks like, Kohlman said.
The College is prioritizing a library
over other campus construction projects because of the possibilities its central location raises, Decatur said. In
his vision, a new library would house
academic support services such as the
Career Development Office.
“One question is, What are the
types of academic support programs
that would be useful to have in the

center of campus?” Decatur said.
“How can we think of integrating and
connecting those?”
A new library might also bring together the resources and technology
needed for undergraduate research,
according to Decatur.
“Part of the 2020 set of priorities is,
How do we increase opportunities for
student undergraduate research and
student research that happens outside
of the sciences?” Decatur said. “Those
things require more flexible space
than we have right now.”
In their current state Olin and
Chalmers cannot easily accommodate new technology, Griggs said,
noting that upgrading the electrical
systems in Chalmers would not be
cost-effective.
A library would be built to adapt
to new technologies, Decatur said.
“We need a space that is incredibly
flexible, so whatever the future brings,
it should have that ability to adjust,”
Amy Badertscher, assistant vice president of LBIS, said. “When you look
at Olin-Chalmers, flexibility stops at
certain points.”
On Feb. 26, the Buildings and
Grounds Committee sent out a survey asking students which Master
Plan project they wanted to see undertaken first. Of 583 responses, a
majority of students listed a new library as the change they would most
like to see on campus.
Carolyn Sowa ’16 said she doesn’t

COURTESY OF GUND PARTNERSHIP

A rendering in the master plan shows an open floor plan as a replacement for the current Olin-Chalmers layout.
think a library should be a priority.
“Housing is a prevalent issue on
campus so, while it’s an admirable
endeavor to build another library, I
think there are more pressing concerns,” Sowa said.
Maggie Stohlman ’16 also noted
a need for more housing, but said,
“In terms of the layout of the campus, I think the library does not fit
in architecturally with the rest of the
buildings on south campus so, in that
sense, I do think that it needs to be

renovated.”
The library’s logistics committee is
now looking at where library staff and
resources will go during the construction phase.
“It is a possibility that some staff
may move to Bexley, but there’s no
definite answer of where to go,” Williams-Clymer said. “There is likely
going to be modular units, but where
those go will be determined.”
Right now, the administration is
working to gauge student and fac-

ulty opinion through focus groups,
open forums and open meetings. This
summer, library administrators ran
two focus groups with summer students and one with faculty. They had
an open meeting with faculty at the
beginning of the year and another is
scheduled for Nov. 28.
There will be an open forum
to gather input from community
members on the new library plan on
Thursday, Nov. 12 during common
hour in Olin Auditorium.

ON THE RECORD
PHYLLIS BENNIS

MIDDLE EAST ANALYST AND ACTIVIST
BILL GARDNER
STAFF WRITER

Phyllis Bennis is a writer, activist and
analyst on Middle East and United Nations issues. She currently directs the
New Internationalism Project at the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) in Washington, D.C. Bennis came to Kenyon on
Tuesday to speak about the role of the
U.S. in the Middle East and discuss her
new book, Understanding ISIS and the
New Global War on Terror: A Primer.
What kind of activism do you do
for IPS?
We assign what we do at IPS as public scholarship, which means we do a
lot of analysis, research and writing. I
write books, and I spend a lot of time on
the road speaking at rallies and helping
plan strategies with anti-war groups
and Palestinian rights organizations.
We also help create organizations.
We were central in creating the United
for Peace and Justice Coalition during
the run-up to the war in Iraq. I’ve been
very involved in creating and working
with the U.S. Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation. So we do a whole lot
of things, but all of it ends up having to
do with turning ideas into action.
What is your long-term goal in educating the public about social justice
in a global perspective?

Our goal is to change U.S. policy. The
first step toward changing U.S. policy is
changing public opinion and discourse.
Now, we all know that that’s not enough,
because the democracy in our country is
significantly flawed. And public opinion
doesn’t necessarily determine what policy
is. But it has to happen first. So if we look,
for example, at Israel-Palestine, there’s
been an extraordinary change in the last
decade or more on how people in this
country perceive Israel, how they perceive
the Palestinians. There’s been a huge shift.
Compared to what it was a decade ago, it’s
night and day.
The strategy that we need now is how
to transform discourse change into policy change. And that, of course, is much
harder. You have money interests that
you’re up against, you have ideological interests of the right wing, the neo-conservatives, you have Israel and its lobbies led
by AIPAC. But we’ve had extraordinary
success by going out to the American
people doing education. The rise of organizations like Jewish Voice for Peace has
absolutely transformed public opinion.
In your opinion, what does it mean
for America to be at war with “terror”?
You can’t bomb terrorism out of existence. You can bomb terrorists. Sometimes you even get the right guys; more
often you don’t, and even when you do,
the numbers of people killed are up to 90
percent civilians. The Drone Papers indi-

cate that in 2012, out of all of the drone
attacks, there were 20 people who had
been approved by the White House “kill
meetings” to be killed by drones. There
were over 200 people killed by drones
that year, which means that 90 percent of
them were not even terrorists by the terrible standards of the U.S., which seems
to think it’s fine to have decisions made
about identifying someone without trial,
without judge, jury and executioner all
being played by some group in the White
House.
What do you want people to understand about ISIS after reading your new
book?
I think the most important thing in the
book is actually in the last section, which
is not about ISIS at all. It’s about, What
should the policy be toward ISIS and this
global war on terror? What should we be
doing? And last, what do people have to
do to get there?
So the strategy part has to do with
abandoning war as a method of going
against terrorism, taking seriously President Obama’s own words when he says
there is no military solution. To which I
say, absolutely right! So stop acting as if
there were. Stop the bombing. Pull the
troops out. Make real the commitment
to having, quote, no boots on the ground.
You know, we now have 3,500 pairs of
boots on the ground in Iraq. Who knows
how many pairs of sneakers with CIA and

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

special operations groups there are that
we don’t even know about?
It’s not only that it’s not enough — I
mean, we sometimes hear that the military part isn’t enough — but we also
have to do X, Y or Z. That’s not capturing it right. Every time we drop a bomb, it
makes the part about negotiations, about
new talks about diplomacy — it makes
all of that impossible. So it’s not just that
it’s not enough to go to war; it’s that every time we attack militarily, we are undermining our own capacity to someday
engage in the real diplomacy that’s going
to be needed to end this war.
This interview has been edited for
length and clarity.
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OLIN AND CHALMERS LIBRARIES
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THEATER

OCT. 23 | 3 P.M.
Concert
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OCT. 23 | 7 P.M.
Film Screening

LOVE IN THE
AFTERNOON

ELVIS DEPRESSEDLY,
BULLDOG EYES,
SMALL WOOD HOUSE

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
THEATER

HORN GALLERY

Out with the new, in the with the old for curious artists

In the digital age, some Kenyon students still strive to learn artistic techniques now considered outmoded.
BAILEY BLAKER
ARTS EDITOR

Kenyon is ranked seventh on Huffington Post’s “Top 10 Most Hipster Colleges” list. This may be due to the various
fashion choices that are made on Middle
Path, the abundance of vinyl records
cluttering up dorm rooms or the many
niche art groups present across campus.
“There does seem to be a kind of a
hipster-indie vibe at Kenyon,” Read
Baldwin, associate professor of art, said.
“I think that does have a lot of overlap
with an interest in old media.”
Gregory Spaid, professor of art,
teaches an introductory black-andwhite photography course and takes old
media techniques combined with digital
processes to engage with his students.
Spaid said finding the balance between newer technology and old techniques can be challenging, but that
when executed correctly, it can lead to
something incredible.
“I’m interested in how you can take
older techniques and combine them
with a very contemporary sensibility,
and come up with something new and
interesting that way,” Spaid said.
At a time when taking a photo can be
as simple as whipping out a smartphone,
these analog processes appear more and
more appealing to some students. Spaid
has observed an increase in student interest in black-and-white photography
over the last five years.
“One of the things that I find fascinating is how this generation of digital
natives may no longer see it as an adventure to learn how to use digital technology,” Spaid said. “But they now see it

BAILEY BLAKER | COLLEGIAN

Cameron Messinides ’19 practices printing methods at the KR Associate 1939 press workshop.

“

We’re so absorbed in digital culture all the time that doing something with our hands is — I just think there’s this fundamental human instinct and satisfaction that comes from that.”

Read Baldwin, associate professor of art

as an adventure to learn things like the
printing press.”
Kenyon got a taste of printing in the
1960s with the formation of the Pot
Hanger Press, a group of students who
produced books and other materials on
the school’s Chandler and Price press.
Last year marked a return of the campus’s printing press in Bexley Hall. Ellen Sheffield, visiting instructor of art,
was a main advocate for using the press.
Her efforts resulted in the formation of
the KR Associate 1939 Letterpress print

shop, a workshop for Kenyon Review associates that focuses on the art of printing.
Sheffield said the tactile aspect of
printmaking attracts the most students
to the workshop.
“You’re actually kissing the paper,
sometimes biting into the paper to make
an impression with your plate,” Sheffield
said.
The hands-on nature of this type of
art can be quite alluring.
Baldwin was involved in printing

during his time as a student at Kenyon.
He loved the process so much that he
purchased a mint-condition 1939 Chandler and Price printing press after he
graduated in 1984. Weighing over 1,000
pounds, Baldwin’s press accompanied
him to three different homes before he
finally decided to sell it.
“There’s such a sort of sensual connection to the material I think that happens in all of these processes,” Baldwin
said.
Baldwin uses a similar approach
in both his drawing and printmaking
classes. Printmaking is different from
using a printing press because it involves hand-carving linoleum stamps to
imprint onto paper, instead of using the
machine to make prints.
In both classes, Baldwin tries to take
his students out of their technological
comfort zones and into something more
material.
“We’re so absorbed in digital culture
all the time that doing something with
our hands is — I just think there’s this
fundamental human instinct and satisfaction that comes from that,” Baldwin
said.
According to Baldwin, sustained interest in these practices is key to their
future at Kenyon. He said debate between faculty and administrators about
whether to include spaces like Spaid’s
dark room occured when Horvitz Hall
was being constructed.
“It’s funny to me in a way, because
you wouldn’t ask the English department if, you know, ‘Do you really wanna
keep teaching those 19th-century novels?’” Baldwin said. “‘Do you have to
read Shakespeare?’”

Other artists’ lyrics don’t cut it for Goodman ’18
DEVON MUSGRAVE-JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

Last year, Kenyon band SPORTS
captivated the on-campus music scene, but now that many of
its members have graduated, they
have left a musical hole to be filled.
Amanda Goodman ’18 may be just
the musician to step up to the plate.
In high school, Goodman was a
musical-theater geek, trained with
an opera singer and taught herself
how to play guitar using YouTube
tutorials. Yet all of these creative
outlets were not enough for Goodman, who began to write her own
music at age 13.
“Theater is a really creative thing,
but I wanted to make a product of
my own,” Goodman said. “Songs
that I knew never said exactly what
I wanted to say, so I was like, ‘I guess
the only way is to write it myself.’”
Upon her arrival at Kenyon last
year, Goodman was well prepared
to make a musical splash. She started out performing at a few open

mics at the Horn Gallery and was
soon contacted by WKCO, Kenyon’s radio station, for inclusion in
its annual student compilation album.
Through this opportunity,
Goodman met Teddy Farkas ’16,
now a general manager and recording studio manager of WKCO.
Goodman has spent a considerable
amount of time in the studio creating her own album.
“She is a really talented singersongwriter, so I am super excited to
see more of her on campus,” Farkas
said.
Goodman’s album, titled Until My Lips Fall Off, will feature
11 songs. She plans to complete it
sometime this academic year.
“A lot of my songs are about putting myself into something so much
that it becomes harmful or destructive in a way, so I felt like it sort of
made sense,” Goodman said, referring to the title.
Goodman’s subdued, melodic
musical style is gripping and ma-

“

[Goodman] is a really
talented singer-songwriter, so I am super excited to
see more of her on
campus.”

Teddy Farkas ’16

ture, yet highlights her lyrics and
the beautiful stories she has to tell
about her life and her relationships.
Goodman has also enjoyed the
chance to open for different musical acts at the Horn. Last year she
opened for singer/songwriter Julia
Holter and this year she opened for
the band R.ring.
Though Kenyon has only received a glimpse of her talent so
far, Goodman may have a lot to offer the campus. It may be too soon
to tell if she will fill the gap left by
SPORTS, but music lovers and Kenyon students alike should keep their
eyes out for Goodman, who said she
plans to continue making music for
the rest of her time at Kenyon.

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Amanda Goodman ’18 began songwriting at age 13, and still pursues music.
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ASK A
PROFESSOR
Where is your
favorite vacation
destination?

“This is hard. I love
going abroad, but my
favorite places are probably Thailand and Turkey.”
—Associate Professor of
Economics Galina An

“Definitely Cape May,
New Jersey. I’ve been
there a lot with my family.”
—Professor of Economics Kathy Krynski

Hawking warmth and homemade wares on Middle Path
INDIA AMOS
DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH

Changing leaves aren’t the only
reason Middle Path looks more colorful than normal. On Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays during the
spring and fall when the weather is
warm, Mount Vernon resident Charlie Staats can be found seated behind
a table overflowing with knitwear
and crocheted goods whose colors
range from cheery pastels to autumnal hues.
“I’m so passionate about making
these things because they’re made
with love, with all my heart, and a
piece of me goes with each one,” Staats said. On Middle Path, Staats sells
classic knit goods such as scarves,
hats and slippers, but also offers
handmade silks, afghans, potholders and shawls. In addition, Staats
sells jewelry she makes herself. She
divides her time between her Middle
Path stall and working as an office
manager at Paul’s Flowers in Mount
Vernon.
While she has made all the prod-

ucts currently on display during the
past three winters, Staats said she
has been knitting since she was nine
years old. Her grandmother taught
her and her four sisters the craft. “It
was the greatest gift my grandmother has ever given me because I can
pass it on,” Staats said. “I get goosebumps when I talk about it.”
Staats frequently crochets or knits
while tending her Middle Path stand.
In fact, she is often making something wherever she goes. “I can’t sit
without keeping my hands busy,” she
said. “I don’t go anywhere without a
hook in my hand and a ball of yarn.”
Staats has been coming to campus on and off since 2007, but first fell
in love with Gambier and Kenyon
students while working as a waitress
at the Pirate’s Cove, now the Gambier Grill. Staats, who grew up in
Knox County and has lived here for
the majority of her adult life, said she
enjoys the mixture of students who
attend Kenyon. “It’s like two cultures
blending,” she said. “It’s really cool.
It’s like a big pot of stew. You throw it

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Charlie Staats, a longtime Knox County resident, sells her knitted and crocheted goods on Middle Path.
all in there, and it mixes up and ends
up perfect.”
Staats said Kenyon students are
the reason she keeps coming back.
She loves knowing she can help them
in some way. Every year, she said,

there are a handful of students with
whom she connects; oftentimes, she
believes, she reminds them of their
mothers.
“I know that you young people
are here without your folks,” said

Staats, a mother of two grown sons
and a grandmother of four. “And it
makes me feel like maybe I’m a mom
out there making sure they’ve got
their hats and scarves on and they’re
warm.”

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Welcome to the Kenyon Inn and Restaurant
Located on the beautiful, historic
campus of Kenyon College,Ohio’s
premiere and oldest liberal arts
institution, the Kenyon Inn and
Restaurant offers the finest lodging
and dining in Knox County.

Restaurant Hours
Breakfast

Monday through Friday
7 a.m. to 9:30 am
Saturday
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Lunch
Monday through Saturday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Brunch
Sunday
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Dinner
Sunday through Thursday
5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 p.m.
to 9 p.m.

Reservations are
always recommended.

The Kenyon Inn and Restaurant • 100 W Wiggin St, Gambier, OH 43022 • 740-427-2202 • ww.kenyoninn.com
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Granada, Spain
JULIA WALDOW
CONTRIBUTOR

The first time I heard the Spanish
phrase “no pasa nada,” I was running
a couple minutes late for class. I had
gotten lost in Granada’s narrow, twisting cobblestone streets and reached
my orientation room at 9:02 a.m.,
slightly out of breath. But rather than
face a disgruntled professor, I was
greeted with a friendly “no pasa nada”
and instantly felt much better.
The sentiment — which roughly translates to “it doesn’t matter” or
“don’t worry about it” — is just one
of many Spanish phrases I’ve encountered, but it is also a testament to the
laidback attitude of the Spanish people. The Granadinos (the name for
residents of Granada) take life one
moment at a time, at a comfortable
and leisurely pace, embodying the idea
of “go with the f low,” in the spirit of
the two rivers, the Darro and the Genil, that run under the city’s streets.
Rarely do you see anyone in a rush
(sometimes when I walk quickly, I get
strange looks), and not stopping to
chat on the street is simply unheard
of. The Granadinos even plan their
schedules to allow for maximum leisure time. Between 2 and 5 p.m. most
stores close to allow employees to go
home to eat with their families and
even take a siesta if they so choose. I
consider napping one of my favorite

“

Rarely do you see anyone in a rush (sometimes
when I walk quickly, I get
strange looks).”

hobbies, so discovering this tidbit was
quite exciting.
Once I’m done with my siesta, I love
to explore the town. Granada is pretty
small, so everything is walkable. The
city was the last Muslim stronghold to
fall to the Catholic Ferdinand and Isabella during the Reconquista (the period from 711 to 1492 A.D. that marked
the return of Christian rule in the
Iberian Peninsula), so Islamic architecture is prevalent. All mosques were
converted into churches, and many
original walls, arches and palaces remain as a testament to Granada’s past.
The city’s classically Muslim neighborhood, El Albaicín, is one of my
favorite places to visit. Small white
houses line either side of the narrow,
uneven streets, which join together in
the most intricate ways to form a complicated labyrinth. Getting around El
Albaicín is definitely a challenge (I
can see why it was so difficult to conquer), but it also houses some beautiful parks and churches that make the
journey worth it. And, even better, it
has a magical convent with muffin-
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Senior Class Total:

Answer

14

COURTESY OF JULIA WALDOW

Julia Waldow ’17 in El Albaicín, a neighborhood of Granada, Spain influenced by Muslim culture.
baking nuns who sell bags of “magdalenas” in response to a secret password
and a fistful of coins. (No joke.)
And who can forget the Alhambra?
The magical fortress stands proud and
tall over all the city, its bells ringing in
a rhythmic, enchanting tune. It’s surreal to think of all of the people before me who gazed at the Alhambra
or walked along its walls, and I sometimes feel like this is all a dream.
But then I remember where I am,
and think of Granada’s beautiful plazas, delicious churros con chocolate,
captivating f lamenco and mouthwatering tapas. Oh, the tapas. I am still in

Junior Class Total:

awe of this beautiful system in which
you pay for a drink and get a free plate
of delicious foods. There are so many
different types to choose from — my
favorites are shawarma, falafel, risotto
and piri-piri chicken — and you can
easily pay as little as two euro for a satisfying dinner.
A year ago, I didn’t know where I
wanted to go abroad. But Granada has
proven to be the perfect place for me.
It has everything I want in a city — a
different language, a new culture, a
rich history, a sense of adventure —
and I can’t wait to see how the rest of
my semester unfolds.

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

14

13

9

Chloe Friedman ’16

Julia Richards ’17

Alice Cusick ’18

Adam Roesner ’19

Ben Carson

Who is the number-two
candidate in the Republican
presidential CNN/ORC poll,
behind Donald Trump?

Ben Carson

Ben Carson

Jeb Bush

Jeb Bush

Drake released a
music video for which
hit song Monday night?

“Hotline Bling”

“Hotline Bling”

I don’t know.

No idea

“Hotline Bling”

Name one of the 67 new
emoji awaiting approval
by Unicode.

New emoji include
middle finger, taco and
hot dog, among 64 others.

Asparagus

Middle finger

Middle finger

I cannot.

As of Monday, what is Kenyon
men’s soccer’s overall record?

11-1

Undefeated

11-1

11-1

10-2

2

2

2

2

Weekly Scores
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OPINIONS
EDITORS: GRIFFIN BURROUGH and
GABRIELLE HEALY

Do you agree with Tobias Baumann ’19 about Peirce’s shortcomings? Which presidential candidate do you think would make a
good president of Kenyon? Write to us!
Submit letters to the editor to kenyoncollegian@gmail.com.

EDITORIAL ILLUSTRATION

EDITORIAL

Trustee meetings
should be open
Every year, trustees meet in Gambier; every year, the Collegian requests access to those
meetings; every year, that request is denied.
Why should coming years be any different?
Kenyon’s fall board of trustees meeting is this
weekend and marks the beginning of Brackett
Denniston’s ’69 tenure as chair.
When Collegian editors met with Denniston in September, they asked him if he would be
open to the possibility of a Collegian representative sitting in on the general board meeting, to
which he responded, “I wouldn’t be in favor of
it.”
Why? Denniston offered the following justification:
“Board deliberations are not an open, publicized process and deliberations in any board
that I have ever worked on or sat on have to be
open and not constrained by what somebody’s
going to say in a newspaper. And what happens
when you have a newspaper or a media person
present in a meeting like that is it changes the
nature of the conversation, honestly. And you’ll
have some people showboating and you’ll have
other people being less than candid. I’m all for
transparency about what we do and how we do
it and tell you how we do it and what we do and
I think that Sean [Decatur] has been pretty darn
good about getting the news out about what the
board has done fast.”
While in recent years the College has been
quicker to publicize board decisions after the
fact, Denniston’s sentiment reflects the same rationale — that public access would change the
nature of the conversations — that has long been
used to bar the Collegian from trustee meetings,
faculty meetings and other meetings in which
the Kenyon community has a direct interest.
Trustee meetings at public colleges and universities, of course, are open to the public. Do
we really think that the discussions that Kenyon
and its peers are having behind closed doors,
and the decisions they are making, are that different? If they are, should they be?
We bring up open access to meetings — and
will continue to do so — because we believe students have a right to know how the College’s
trustees, faculty and student government come
to the decisions that are, at least in theory, being
made on their behalf.
We would ask the administration to consider
the following:
1. Having the chair or another knowledgeable
trustee available after board meetings
2. Allowing a Collegian reporter sit in on the
board’s spring meeting

YOOBIN HAN | COLLEGIAN

Peirce’s increased problems strain students
From debacles like pizza waffles to 20-minute waits, Peirce needs to step up.
TOBIAS BAUMANN
CONTRIBUTOR

It often seems taboo to
bring up the subject, but
Peirce has some serious
problems. I’m not just talking about quality issues
like undercooked rice, the
occasional insect in the
salad bar or even abominations like pizza waff les or
“deconstructed California
roll.” It’s become clear that
Peirce is facing substantive problems that are only
exacerbated by the inf lux
of extra students from the
unusually large first-year
class.
Peirce’s issues with understaffing are leading to
unacceptably slow service.
Culinary provider AVI’s
poor reputation among
students and long required
hours have created a difficulty in hiring new employees and retaining existing ones. The effects of

this situation on the student body have been frustrating. Slower service has
made lines for popular sections like comfort and fusion prohibitively long,
especially at breakfast.
Anyone who wants an especially popular dish may
wait in excess of 20 minutes, leaving students with
limited time to eat lunch
or dinner and significantly limited options, because
who has the time to wait
half an hour for a meal before class?
This is compounded
by the fact that Peirce is
the only option covered
by the student meal plan.
A significant number of
students, especially those
from low-income backgrounds, have no meaningful dining choices besides
Peirce and feel the full impact of issues with quality
or service. Skipping a meal
because waiting for food

The Collegian
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and eating it may take too
long not only means not
eating, which can’t be good
for one’s productivity, but
also losing money, as Kenyon students pay for every
meal. Buying into the meal
plan is required by the College. The option to opt out
of it and use the saved cost
to pursue external options
could force Peirce to raise
its quality.
Long-term potential solutions like rethinking the
contract with AVI or constructing a second dining
hall are, at this point, nothing more than ideas. Small
changes could bring a
marked improvement to the
dining experience. Serving
dishes that are more simple
and faster to prepare would
decrease long service times
and make overall quality
more consistent. One recent step in the right direction is searching for student employment, which

should do something to
fix issues with understaffing. Though these shortterm fixes could alleviate
immediate problems, we
should not abandon potential plans for larger-scale
improvement.
Either way, we need to
start holding Peirce accountable. Trying to start
a conversation about this
frequently seems to get dismissed with claims that
rarely amount to more
than, “It’s better than other
places” or, “It’s better than
nothing.” However, these
issues are cutting into the
quality of life of our student body and potentially
turning away visiting prospective students. Kenyon
needs to explore solutions
soon, or it may face more
severe consequences.
Tobias Baumann ’19 is
undeclared from Mount
Vernon, Ohio. Contact him
at baumannt@kenyon.edu.
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Trump for president of Kenyon
And then there’s the money.
When it comes to dough, Trump is absolutely
swimming in it. With a total tuition cost equivalent to
Election season is a wonderful time — just thinkthe price of a Tesla Model S and a student body where
ing about it makes me excited. The awkward dinner
50 percent of students pay full price, it’s safe to assume
conversations, the desire to cause bodily harm to those
that the number of Kenyon students could use a chunk
who disagree with you and, last but not least, the fleetof the Trump pie.
ing sensation of having actual control over the byzanEven his personality aligns with the Kenyon profile.
tine juggernaut that is the U.S. government. Well, unWhenever Trump says something, he’s right — even
less you disagree with the rest of the state. Then you
when he’s wrong. He’s always the smartest guy in the
don’t count.
room.
I began to wonder: Who would be the best president
Similarly, Kenyon kids are the smartest kids around,
of Kenyon? No, not like the D-Cat president, but an acand they know it. When are we ever wrong about
tual president of a fictional Democratic People’s Repubthings? What are we, Denison students?
lic of Kenyon.
But enough about lifestyle
Assuming we’re limited to
and personality traits. Let’s
one of the 21 Democratic or
get down to brass tacks. What
Republican current candidates,
are his politics?
the answer is obvious: Bernie
If there’s one thing that’s
Sanders.
popular with college kids
What’s not to love? He’s a
these days, it’s universal
socialist, he’s committed to sohealthcare. Well, what a cocial justice and he’s oh-so-deincidence! That’s exactly
lightfully Jewish.
what Trump wants, too. He’s
It’s more than his platform,
just … umm … a little unreally. He seems so nice and
clear about how he’s going to
open-minded — friendly and
get that done. But that’s OK.
approachable. Just like Kenyon.
Have you ever heard a first
Bernie is our best bet, right?
year back up his ideas to fix
KELSEY OVERBEY | COLLEGIAN
Wrong. Have you ever been
the nation with actual plans?
to Kenyon?
How about free trade?
Perhaps someone with a little bit more … je ne sais
Nobody I know likes those big corporations that bleed
quoi.
good, hardworking Americans dry by outsourcing all
Ah! I know. Donald Trump.
of their labor. And neither does Trump. With a proI know what you’re going to say. How could he be
posed 20 percent tax on international goods and a plan
the best fit for us? Let me explain.
to repatriate jobs that have been outsourced to China,
The most superficial reason is the hair.
Trump is pretty pro-American labor.
Yes, the hair. That well-coiffed superstructure that
Well, there you have it. Trump is the man for us. He
juts out serenely from atop Trump’s head. Is he bald unfights for the worker, for (selective) peace, and for hair.
derneath it?
And who knows, maybe with all that Trump money
As to his hair’s relation to Kenyon, look up from
we could finally afford more Peirce cups
your paper. Look to your left. Now look to your right.
Grant Miner ’19 is undeclared from Sacramento, CaSee what I mean?
lif. Contact him at minerg@kenyon.edu.
GRANT MINER
CONTRIBUTOR

New app undermines equality
CHRISTOPHER COMAS
CONTRIBUTOR

The new Coalition for Accessibility and Affordability’s (CAA) college application, an alternative to the
Common Application, might patently offend your sense of sympathy for
high school students in the grips of
the college process.
The organization aims to expand
the window of the process to the prospective student’s entire high-school
career. The organization’s addition
to the conventional college application is the “locker,” an online repository for works both curricular and
otherwise, which a student can begin in ninth grade and add to over
the course of his or her high school
career.
The coalition claims this approach provides a more holistic image of a student’s potential as an
applicant, though schools can still
include particular requirements in
their applications. In addition, the
tool is supposed to be easily accessible
so college counselors and even admissions officers at colleges can comment on an applicant’s profile.
The coalition’s reasoning behind
the locker is, at best, an emphatic
denial of common sense, seasoned
with wishful thinking. To advance
the ability to consult in-house college

counselors and other experts about
the suitability of one’s admissions
profile as a “feature” meant to close
the resource gap is both misguided
and preposterous. One of the defining issues in confronting the access
gap is the lack of organization of students and their families at lower income levels, even among gifted applicants. It exposes the egregious reality
that the CAA’s plan not just maintains the status quo; it actively exacerbates the influence of money and the
challenges associated with applying
to college with a lack of resources.
One can’t presuppose access to
resources when building a tool to address lack of access to resources. Indeed, the plan aggravates the leverage of money and resources merely
by extending the horizon over which
careful attention can push an application artificially above the rest.
Furthermore, the application
demonstrates shortcomings regarding affordability. Supposedly, all
member schools have met “qualifications” ensuring their commitment
to affordability. However, though
private universities in the coalition
must meet all demonstrated need,
that stipulation only corresponds to
the need of admitted students, not
prospective students. Many of the
private institutions in the coalition
are explicitly need-aware in the ad-

Dear Emily
Dear Emily,

Y)

Is it really that bad not to wear shoes in the shower?
Yours,
Lazy Feet
Dear Lazy Feet,
If you shower in some kind of communal shower, be it
at the KAC or in a dorm, yes, you need shoes. Not wearing
them is nasty. You know how little kids take swim lessons
and traipse around the locker room and the swimming
area barefoot and later need to get their warts frozen off ?
Think how much dirtier college students are. We shotgun in
those showers. We do dirty things in those showers. We are
dirty people, grimy, like characters out of a Dickens novel.
Imagine a romantic interest giving you a foot massage some
day. There are candles around, music in the background.
They pull off your shoes. You look at each other. Then off
come the socks. And there, beneath those Hanes not-nearly100-percent-cotton-they-lied socks, are disgusting feet,
gnarled with scars from a college bathroom floor, fungus
and all.
Do you really want that? I think not. Wear shower shoes.
Please.
Love,
Emily
Emily Sakamoto ’16 is an English major with a concentration in creative writing and a minor in messing with other
people’s personal lives — whether they ask for advice or not
— from North Oaks, Minn. Contact or send a query to her at
sakamotoe@kenyon.edu.
Submit your questions about love and life to
The Collegian’s newest advice column
Send submissions to sakamotoe@kenyon.edu

LETTER TO THE EDITORS
In response to the Collegian article “Searching for firmer footing”
(Oct. 15):
It is hard to imagine an excellent college of modest means building
a beautiful new art gallery with a large budget and many new staff positions and then offering less support than ever before to the students,
curriculum, and faculty of the studio art and art history programs at
that college.
It is hard to imagine and even harder to understand, but that is exactly what is happening at Kenyon.
ELIZABETH NORMAN | COLLEGIAN

missions process, so need is more or
less subjectively defined by each college. In light of this reality, the CAA’s
conceits become evident.
As students of a school that values
diversity and equality, we laud our
own admissions office for abstaining
from the CAA’s tornado of egotism
and obliviousness. It’s our duty as
students to ensure that Kenyon only
signs on once the CAA has somehow demonstrated results indicating
a move toward a more equitable admissions process.
Christopher Comas ’19 is undeclared from Washington, D.C. Contact him at comasc@kenyon.edu.

We, the undersigned tenured members of Kenyon’s art and art history department, are unanimous in declaring that something is deeply wrong with the operations of the Gund Gallery. It needs to be fixed
now, before the gallery distances itself even further from the Kenyon
art community.
The art and art history department has been committed to resolving existing issues over the past five years, but has had limited results.
We are more than willing to work toward a resolution that would truly
support and promote the mission of this college, its students and its
faculty.
Respectfully submitted,
Read Baldwin
Sarah Blick
Melissa Dabakis
Eugene Dwyer
Claudia Esslinger

Marcella Hackbardt
Karen Snouffer
Gregory Spaid
Kristen Van Ausdall
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Wind Ensemble enchants guests during Family Weekend
Professor of Music Dane Heuchemer spent the semester whipping the ensemble into shape for this past weekend.
GABRIELLE BING
STAFF WRITER

This weekend marked the
Symphonic Wind Ensemble’s
13th year performing for
Family Weekend.
The
pieces
performed
ranged in genre and style.
Each song complemented the
group’s various talents, while
working to engage the audience.
Gustav Holst’s “First Suite
in E-Flat for Military Band”
introduced the concert, with
low brass notes that quickly
dissolved into a subtle mingling of f lutes, oboes and
saxophones. The piece is
comprised of three parts: the
Chaconne, Intermezzo and
March, which resonated like
a story; the Chaconne, like a
hopeful response to a grave
declaration, the Intermezzo,
the rolling journey of hero
and the March, triumph. The
challenge for the ensemble
when approaching this composition was to achieve the
sound of a smaller group of

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

The Symphonic Wind Ensemble delighted their audience with both serious and lighthearted mucial selections.
musicians.
The second piece performed was Finale (Rondo)
from “Concerto No. 3 for
Horn,” a movement from a
Mozart concerto that sounded serene. The performance
featured Chelsey Hamm, vis-

iting assistant professor of
music, in lavender dress as the
horn soloist, who delivered an
eloquent performance that
was exceptional and moving.
Professor of Music Dane
Heuchemer, a very emphatic
conductor, passed the baton

to his student assistant director, Katherine Connolly ’17,
for Richard Strauss’s “Serenade in E-Flat Major.” This
was her debut as a conductor
for the group. Connolly, like
Hamm, received a warm reception from the audience.

Stravinski’s “Circus Polka
— Composed for a Young Elephant was originally written for the Ringling Brothers. While some audience
members perceived the piece
as provocative and enjoyable,
others disagreed. Attendee
Eva Warren ’19, an avid classical music listener, was not a
fan of the Stravinski. “It’s too
chaotic,” she said. As for the
previous performances, she
was impressed. “Holst had a
nice pace, and I was pleased
with the Trittico.”
The final piece, Vaclav
Nelhybel’s “Trittico,” like
“First Suite in E-Flat,” evoked
feelings of an adventure, but
created an experience that
sounded galactic rather than
traditional. The first part of
the piece, the Allegro, created
a suspenseful sound with a
strong introduction of horns
and drums. This momentum
did not slow. Rather, it grew
throughout the Adagio and
Allegro Marcato, creating a
largely satisfying end to the
concert.

Alums keep up dance passion, though not strictly ballroom
Brandy Arredondo ’14 and Bobby Kresslein ’15 balance their day jobs with competing and practicing in ballroom dance.
ELANA SPIVACK
ARTS EDITOR

Ballroom dancing might conjure images of immaculately styled women in
gowns and tuxedo-clad men. What one
might not think of is the hours sweating
over proper technique and the money
saved for competitions. Brandy Arredondo ’14 and Bobby Kresslein ’15 understand these struggles. Arredondo
and Kresslein are both alumni of the
Kenyon College Ballroom Dance Team,
and have continued to compete postgraduation.
Arredondo and Kresslein started
ballroom dance as first years. Now,
both live in the Washington, D.C. area,
home to a thriving ballroom scene. Arredondo practices 15 to 20 hours per
week with her partner, Tommy Wyderko, who works full-time as a software consultant and takes classes at
night. Arredondo takes one lesson per
week with her coaches, a husband-and
-wife duo ranked 45th internationally in
standard-style dancing, which includes
waltz, foxtrot, quickstep, tango and Viennese waltz.
Kresslein practices with his partners,
Elizabeth Hines and Elira Fifa, up to 36
hours per week. Hines attends the University of Maryland and Fifa is a nurse
at Inova Fairfax Hospital. Kresslein
takes three to four dance lessons per
week from three coaches.
“I’m not dancing when I’m at work
and when I’m asleep,” Kresslein said.
Arredondo competed in September
2014 in the U.S. National Pro-Am (Professional-Amateur) Competition with
her coach. To her surprise and delight,
she won. The high-caliber competition
seemed intimidating. “Nationals was

“

Nationals was scary
mainly because the people
that I was competing
against could afford five to
10 lessons a week.”
Brandy Arredondo ’14

scary mainly because the people that I
was competing against could afford five
to 10 lessons a week,” Arredondo said.
She could only afford one lesson weekly, and had to practice alone for five
months.
Kresslein recently won his first competition, the Pennsylvania Ballroom
Scrimmage on Oct. 4. He will compete
in another five competitions this year:
DCDI (D.C. DanceSport Inferno) at the
University of Maryland, Star Ball in Columbus, the King’s Ball in New Jersey,
the Yule Ball in D.C., and the Big Apple
Dance Floor Competition in New York.
Outside ballroom, Arredondo works
as a special-education paraprofessional
at George Mason High School in Falls
Church, Va., and recently began working as assistant swim coach for the
school’s team. She also helps one woman prepare for retirement by organizing
her finances.
Kresslein works at the National Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C. On weekends, he hosts social
dances with single dancers, and teaches ballroom to adults inexperienced in
dance.

COURTESY OF DAN HECKER

Brandy Arredondo ’14, with her partner Tommy Wyderko, has continued dancing post-grad.
Competitions are pricey, which can
make pursuing ballroom professionally
impractical. Arredondo pays more than
$2,000 per competition, including entry
fee, hotel, dress rental and more.
These expenses are off-putting to
some ballroom competitors. Alex Ritter-Jenkins ’17 said that while ballroom
is his passion, it would be impractical to

pursue further. “It would be ridiculous
to prioritize such an expensive interest
at a time in my life when I don’t have
very much money,” Ritter-Jenkins said.
For Arredondo and Kresslein, the
beauty of dance far outweighs theburdens of competing. “I would be really
pleased if this could be a part of my life
for the rest of my life,” Kresslein said.
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SCOREBOARD
VOLLEYBALL
vs.

FOOTBALL

OCT. 17

DEPAUW UNIVERSITY

GAMBIER, OHIO
L 1-3

MEN’S SOCCER

OCT. 17

at

WABASH COLLEGE

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IND.
L 35-0

WOMEN’S SOCCER

OCT. 20

at

HIRAM COLLEGE

HIRAM, OHIO
W 4-1

OCT. 21

at

OBERLIN COLLEGE

OBERLIN, OHIO
T 0-0

Lords triumph in games against Denison and Hiram
PETER DOLA
STAFF WRITER

Lords soccer defeated Denison University in a 3-0 victory on
Saturday, allowing only four shots
from the Big Red, who are ranked
23rd nationally in Division III
soccer.
Kenyon controlled the first
half, as the offense fired off eight
shots while the defense refused to
give up any. Leading scorer Tony
Amolo ’17 scored in the 21st minute when he shot from 15 yards out
off a cross from Billy O’Neil ’18.
The Big Red was dominaed
throughout the game, with Kenyon leading in possession, corners
and shots. Forward Woo Jeon ’18
scored in the 72nd minute off an
assist by Josh Lee ’17 and again in
the 81st minute off a cross from
Brice Koval ’19.
“We’ve definitely gotten more
focused as we get to the tough
end of the season,” starting keeper
Sam Clougher ’17 said. “The loss
[against DePauw] on October 3rd
was a pretty nice wake-up call, but

as bad as it was, we played quite
well.”
The team continued its winning
ways against Hiram College Tuesday night, cruising to a 4-1 win.
The first half was a low-scoring
affair in which neither the Lords
nor the Terriers found the back of
the net for the first 40 minutes.
Kenyon finally broke the scoreless
tie in the 41st minute when David
Anderson ’19 scored his first collegiate goal off a rebound from Jordan Glassman’s ’17 shot.
The second half had a quicker pace, with the Lords scoring
three goals to Hiram’s one. Kenyon scored early in the half with
Glassman earning his fourth goal
of the season in the 48th minute
off an assist by Tony Amolo ’17.
Hiram fought back, scoring in the
60th minute and closing Kenyon’s
lead to one goal. Kenyon retaliated, with Amolo scoring in the
70th minute of the game. Dalton
Eudy ’17 followed suit in the 80th
minute, scoring off of a Glassman
assist.
In their last two games, the

COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

Tony Amolo ’17 reacts after scoring against Denison on Saturday. The Lords beat the Big Red 3-0.
Lords’ prolific attack continued
to shine, with five different players combining to score seven goals
and the team outshooting its opponents 39 to 11. On the season,
the Lords have scored 41 goals in

Volleyball splits weekend
NOAH NASH
SPORTS EDITOR

Ladies volleyball had a busy weekend, defeating Muskingum University
(New Concord, Ohio) on Friday night
before losing a home match against fellow North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) team DePauw University on
Saturday. With their 1-1 week, the
Ladies’ record stands at 9-10 with six
matches remaining in the regular season.
Facing Muskingum, the Ladies
played well, coming back from several early scoring holes on their way
to a 3-1 victory. In the first set, the
Fighting Muskies roared out to a 2015 lead before the Ladies fought back
with an 11-4 run to claim one-set lead
in spectacular fashion. Muskingum responded in the next set, playing strong
defense to win 25-16. After the Ladies
claimed the third set to position themselves on the verge of their ninth win
of the season, Muskingum refused to
back down in the fourth match, opening with strong play that led to a 6-2
lead. Continuing the trend of the night,
the Ladies fought back to tie the score
at 22 before Delaney Swanson ’19 put
the match on ice with her 20th kill of
the night, giving the Ladies a lead they
did not give up. Swanson got plenty of
help from her teammates, with Jensen
Shurbert ’18 contributing 42 assists
and Lauren Kerr ’18 and Schuyler Stupica ’19 combining for nine blocks on
the defensive end.
The Ladies got a taste of their own
medicine, against conference foe DePauw, squandering several leads in a

3-1 defeat at home. The Ladies took a
24-23 lead in each of their first three
sets, but only claimed one of them. The
fourth set brought a different narrative, with DePauw claiming the set and
match with a 25-18 win. Tierney McClure ’18 had a personal season high
18 kills.
Despite the loss to DePauw, Head
Coach Amanda Krampf considered the
past week the Ladies’ strongest performance to date. “One of our team goals
this season has been to consistently
improve with every week and every
match,” Krampf said. “Specifically, we
have focused on our mental game and
staying consistent throughout the season, and this week the Ladies stayed
strong through both difficult matches.”
Although the Ladies’ current record
of 9-10 signals a vast improvement over
last season, when the team played to a
6-24 overall record, their success has
yet to translate to NCAC play, in which
the Ladies are 0-5. The team’s underwhelming NCAC record puts pressure
on them to perform in their next three
games, all against NCAC opponents.
The Ladies need to win against either
Allegheny College or the College of
Wooster to have a shot at making the
NCAC tournament.
The team next plays against nationally sixth-ranked Wittenberg University tonight at home before hosting Allegheny on Saturday at 2 p.m. for the
2015 Dig Pink Match. In preparation
for that match, the team has been selling pink cups, bumper stickers and raffle tickets in the Peirce Hall atrium in
support of breast cancer awareness and
research.

13 games for an average of about
three per game. They have let in
seven goals for an average of about
.54 goal per game by their opponents.
As Kenyon rolls toward the end

of its season and the start of the
North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) tournament, the team
looks to improve its record and national ranking at Allegheny College on Saturday at 5 p.m.

Lords fall to Little Giants
NOAH GURZENSKI
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, Wabash College showed
why its Little Giants are the ninth-best
team in all of Division-III football, shutting out the Lords 35-0 on their home
turf in Indiana.
Despite the loss, Head Coach Chris
Monfiletto said his team can take inspiration from the Little Giants.
“The thing that’s most impressive
about that team is that they come out
and they believe that they’re going to
win every game,” Monfiletto said. “If
they make a mistake, they’re going to
correct it and they’re going to go out and
win anyway. That’s the kind of mentality
that we need to have moving forward.”
In their first drive of the game, Wabash opened up the scoring with an explosive three-play, 60-yard scoring drive.
After two big rushing plays gave the Little Giants a first-and-goal, quarterback
Connor Rice kept the ball himself on the
read option and bounced it to the outside
for the seven-yard touchdown.
Facing a third-and-two from the Wabash 20-yard line later in the first quarter, the Lords looked poised to cut into
the early deficit. But a swarm of Wabash
defenders brought down co-captain Jake
Bates ’16 for a 17-yard sack, putting Kenyon out of field-goal range.
Working their way into Kenyon territory late in the second quarter, the Little Giants seemed likely to extend their
lead with either a field goal or a touchdown. Fortunately for the Lords, Tommy Pridemore ’19 ended Wabash’s drive
with a diving interception, giving possession back to Kenyon and keeping it a

one-score game.
Not to be denied their shot at redemption, Wabash took the ball all the
way down to the Kenyon five-yard line
on its first possession of the second half,
setting up another Little Giant touchdown. Running the play-action pass,
Rice faked a handoff and proceeded to
hit wide receiver Drake Christian over
the middle on a post route to make the
score 14-0.
Later in the third quarter, Wabash
took to the ground to make it a threescore game. Lining his offense up in the
pistol formation, Rice handed the ball
off to Shamir Johnson, who proceeded
to bolt up the middle for the 12-yard
touchdown. Bringing the ball down to
the Wabash 28-yard line on their next
drive, the Lords looked like they might
be able to get on the scoreboard. The
Wabash defense dropped Bates for a seven-yard sack on third down. On the ensuing fourth-down conversion attempt,
the Wabash defense applied pressure
once again, driving Bates out of bounds
to bring up a turnover on downs.
On the first play of the fourth quarter,
Wabash running back Mason Zurek got
in on the scoring with a 51-yard rushing touchdown, extending Wabash’s lead
to 28-0. On its next possession, Wabash
converted on a fourth-and-seven when
Rice hit Little Giant wide receiver Oliver
Page on a flag route in the right corner of
the end zone for the 24-yard score. The
ensuing extra point made the score 35-0,
which stood for the rest of the game.
The Lords return to action in two
weeks on Halloween, when they host the
College of Wooster on McBride Field at
1 p.m.
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Campbell Fee ’18 dribbles the ball downfield in a game against Wittenberg University earlier this season. The Ladies beat conference rival Denison University 1-0 on Saturday.

Ladies soccer collects key victory over rival Big Red
The team followed up its senior-game win over Denison with a scoreless tie against Oberlin last night.

RISHI CHOUBEY
STAFF WRITER

In a close double-overtime
match for their annual senior
game on Saturday, Ladies soccer (10-5-1) handed conference
rival Denison University (12-2)
their first conference loss of the
season and clinched a doubledigit win total for the second
year in a row.
With the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) tournament set to begin the first
week of November and only
a few games remaining in the
regular season, the victory over
Denison may end up playing a

pivotal role in seeding for the
November tournament.
The top four teams in the
conference make the tournament, and regular-season
head-to-head records serve as
tiebreakers in regards to seeding. The Ladies are tied for second with Denison and are two
games ahead of fourth-place
Wittenberg University (7-4-2),
against whom they would also
win the tiebreaker.
“It was really exciting,” defender Marie Laube ’16 said.
“We always want to get a win at
senior game, but the game was
also really important conference-wise. We don’t want other

teams in the conference to go
undefeated in the NCAC, so it
was great to give them their first
loss. We still have some conference games and if all goes well
we’ll be in the NCAC tournament and have another postseason run.”
A close defensive match from
the get-go, both teams managed
to combine for only four shots
on goal the entire match. In the
first overtime, Olivia Lloyd ’16
headed a corner from Gillian
Blackwell ’18 that hit the top
crossbar. Later in the first overtime, Denison had a chance to
seal the victory, but Ladies goalkeeper Alissa Poolpol ’16 made a

diving save to extend the match.
During the 103rd minute,
in the second overtime period, Blackwell tapped a pass
to Maggie Smith ’17. A few
yards outside the penalty area
Smith chipped a shot that hit
the bottom of the goalpost and
bounced off the goalie’s hand
into the net for the 1-0 victory.
It was Smith’s eighth goal of the
season and Blackwell’s fourth
assist.
“It was beautiful,” Head
Coach Kelly Bryan said. “Maggie is always a threat. She’s a
very smart player. She’s always
attacking. It was great to see her
get rewarded for all that hard

work. She had a great one-time
shot. Whenever you win in overtime, because of the nature of it,
it’s golden goal, it makes it more
exciting because you can go out
onto the field and celebrate right
after the goal is scored.”
The Ladies also played at
Oberlin College (5-6-2) last
night, tying the Yeowomen
0-0 in a game that finished in
double overtime. The Ladies
play their last away game of the
regular season on Saturday at 1
p.m. against Allegheny College
(3-9-2), and their final home
game against Ohio Wesleyan
University (1-11-1) Wednesday
at 4 p.m.

Swimming and diving compete in first relays of season
JESS KUSHER
SPORTS EDITOR

While they may train year-round,
the Kenyon swim team has just now
started its winter season.
At last weekend’s Kenyon College
Relays, the Lords took f irst place out
of six teams, edging conference rival
Denison University by eight points,
while the Ladies took on eight teams
and placed second to the Big Red.
Seniors Ryan Funk, Percy Gates
and Joey Duronio led the team to
victory, combining to swim 12 legs in
the team’s eight winning relays. The
Ladies won four relays, including a
dramatic win against Denison by less
than half a second in the 500-yard
crescendo relay, swum by seniors
Hannah Lobb and Mariah Williamson and f irst years Abby Wilson and
Esraa Abdel Khalik.

During the Denison Diving Relays, the counterpart to the Kenyon
College Relays, a pair of Lord divers,
Brandon Roman ’16 and Ryder Sammons ’19, took third place in both the
one-meter and three-meter competitions. On the women’s side, Maria
Zarka ’16 and Megan Remillard ’16
took second place in both the onemeter and three-meter competitions.
“We are happy with how our
team performed and even happier with how they conducted themselves throughout the meet,” Assistant Coach Fernando Rodriguez ’04
wrote in an email to the Collegian.
“We were an exciting team on deck
and in the water.” This year marks
the Lords’ and Ladies’ 35th season
since the Lords began their recordbreaking win streak in 1980 and although the swimmers have changed,
their end goal has not.

“Both men’s and women’s teams
have goals of ultimately trying to
win the national championships, but
I think ultimately that’s always the
goal,” Ellie Crawford ’17 said. “We’ll
be happy if we’re just being the best
team we can be.”
Though the season has just started, the Kenyon swimmers have been
waking up before 6 a.m. for weeks
now for practice.
“This is a tough part of the season,” Rodriguez wrote. “The swimmers and divers are being challenged
every day. We are building our training and understand that it can be
physically and emotionally draining.”
While many f irst years f ind the
practices diff icult, joining the Kenyon swim team has been a welcome
change for some. “Coming from a
very cut-throat high school swim environment, it’s very nice to come to

a swim team where everyone is accepting and welcoming,” Wyatt Semenuk ’19 said. This year 22 f irst
years joined the swimming and diving teams.
“I really like the new kids,” Fritz
Josephson ’18 said. “They started out
really shy like most freshmen, but
they’ve blossomed into their own individuals — both in their own class
dynamic on the swim team and within the school.”
“We’d like to get closer as an entire team this year, and we have some
great potential to do that,” Gabriel
Bellott-McGrath ’18 said. “We also
want to reach out into the community some more — get some support
at our meets and just kind of have a
bigger presence on this campus.”
Kenyon’s swim teams compete
next on Oct. 30 at The Ohio State
University.

